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St. James’ Episcopal Church 
 

WELCOME! 
It is such a pleasure to have you with us today, and we would be so blessed to see you 
again!  We are affirming of all people, including those of all races, ethnicities, genders, 
orientations, political views, ages, and backgrounds. You are welcome here. We hope your 
faith has been strengthened by your time here.   
 

Join us for Communion! 
All baptized individuals are welcome to receive communion in the Episcopal Church.  If 
you prefer not to receive, join us at the altar rail and cross your arms for a blessing.  
Gluten-free bread is available as well, just ask!  Haven’t been baptized yet?  Speak to 
Father Mike to begin your life-changing celebration- you are never too old to be baptized 
in the church! 
 

How do I become a member? 
Being a member of St. James is easy! All you need to do is fill out our membership form 
and you are a member. If you are a confirmed Episcopalian moving from an Episcopal 
congregation, just simply contact our parish office (610-489-7564), give the Parish 
Administrator the name of your previous church, and we will contact your previous 
church for a Letter of Transfer. 
 
What if I am not an Episcopalian?  
You don’t need to be a confirmed Episcopalian to be a member of St. James’. You just 
need to have been baptized and send us a copy of your baptism. All this is on the 
membership form.  
 
How do I get a membership form? 
Just fill out the “white” welcome card that is in the pews and place it in the offertory plate 
as it is being passed. Once the office receives your card, we will send you a membership 
package in the mail. Once you have filled the forms, you can either mail them back to St. 
James’ or bring them with you to church and hand them to Fr. Mike after the service.  
 
What if I have never been baptized? 
Just let Fr. Mike know of your desire to be baptized and we will schedule a Sunday to do 
so. Baptism is a life-changing experience and one that is done with the community of 
believers here at St. James’.  At our baptism, we make promises to God that help us to live 
our lives as faithful followers of Christ. We the family of believers here at St. James’ will 
make promises also to uphold you in this endeavor and to support you in any way that we 
can.  
 

Let’s stay in touch! 
Not ready to commit to membership just yet?  That’s ok!  If you’d like to join our weekly 
“Happenings” email list, speak to Father Mike, or send an email to Sara Terenzi, our Office 
Admin, at office@stjames-episcopal.org 
 
 
  

Want more information? 
Scan the code to visit our 

“Visitor Information” page. 
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Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 5 

The Holy Eucharist Rite Two 
Saturday, June 8 and Sunday, June 9, 2024 

The Word of God 
 
PRELUDE "Jerusalem, My Happy Home" - Don Hustad 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN (8 and 10am only)  
TITLE: God of grace and God of glory (Cwm Rhondda) (H 594) 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355) The people standing, the Celebrant says  
  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God's kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) (The Celebrant may say) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

KYRIE ELEISON (5pm only) 

Celebrant Lord, have mercy. 

People Christ, have mercy. 

Celebrant Lord, have mercy. 

SONG OF PRAISE (8 and 10am only) The following is sung, all standing  
TITLE: S 236 A Song of Praise (Canticle 13) (Rutter) 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your inspiration we may think those 
things that are right, and by your merciful guiding may do them; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE LESSONS (Please be seated for the readings) 

FIRST READING: Genesis 3:8-15 
A Reading from the book of Genesis. 
8They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening 
breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God 
among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, 
“Where are you?” 10He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? 
Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The 
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 13Then 
the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, 
“The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 14The LORD God said to the serpent,  
 “Because you have done this, 
  cursed are you among all animals 
  and among all wild creatures; 
 upon your belly you shall go, 
  and dust you shall eat 
  all the days of your life. 
 15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
  and between your offspring and hers; 
 he will strike your head, 
  and you will strike his heel.”  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 130 
 1Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD; 
 LORD, hear my voice; * 
  let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 
 2If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, * 
  O Lord, who could stand? 
 
 3For there is forgiveness with you; * 
  therefore you shall be feared. 
 4I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; * 
  in his word is my hope. 
 
 5My soul waits for the LORD, 
 more than watchmen for the morning, * 
  more than watchmen for the morning. 
 6O Israel, wait for the LORD, * 
  for with the LORD there is mercy; 
 
 7with him there is plenteous redemption, * 
  and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:13--5:1 
A Reading from Paul's Second letter to the Church in Corinth. 
13Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—”I believed, 
and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the one who 
raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his 
presence. 15Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more 
people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.  16So we do not lose heart. Even 
though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. 
17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond 
all measure, 18because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for 
what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 5:1For we know that if 
the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

SEQUENCE HYMN (8 and 10am only) All stand  
TITLE: Before the Lord's eternal throne (Winchester New) (H 391) 
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GOSPEL LESSON All stand  
 Mark 3:20-35 
  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 20The crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and his disciples] could not even eat. 
21When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, “He has 
gone out of his mind.” 22And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has 
Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” 23And he called them to 
him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is 
divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is divided against itself, 
that house will not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself and is 
divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. 27But no one can enter a strong man’s 
house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the 
house can be plundered. 
  28“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they 
utter; 29but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is 
guilty of an eternal sin”—30for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 
  31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and 
called him. 32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and 
your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” 33And he replied, “Who are my 
mother and my brothers?” 34And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are 
my mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and 
mother.” 

   The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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SERMON: Suzanne Clune - Postulant for Holy Orders 

THE NICENE CREED (BCP p. 358) (All stand ) 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (You may stand or kneel) 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
Give to the departed eternal rest; especially Harry E. Robbins, in whose name these flowers 
are given.  Are there others? 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 



10 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

We pray for those on the St. James' prayer list: Al & Lois, Alexis & Steven, Alicia, Annie*, 
Angela*, Art, Beverly*, Bill*, the Beers family, Caitlin, Calvin*, Carol*, Charlotte, Dan, 
Elaine, Eliza*, Esperanza, Fran A.*, Fran R., Fred, Gary, Greg*, Jean*, Jeannine*, Jeff*, John, 
Karen, Kathy*, Lynn, Marvin & Debbie*, Mike, Sophie*, Steve, Will, William, and all those 
who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.   
Are there others? 

CONFESSION OF SIN All kneeling or reverently sitting  
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your Name. Amen. 

(The Priest stands and says) 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

THE PEACE All stand  
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

(Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.) 

  
       The Holy Communion 

 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE (The Celebrant says) 
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his courts. 
Psalm 96:8 

OFFERTORY HYMN (8 and 10am only) All stand 

TITLE: We walk by faith, and not by sight (St. Botolph) (H 209) 
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DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A 
 
SURSUM CORDA (BCP p. 361) The People remain standing  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  

PROPER PREFACE (BCP p. 361) (Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds ) 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new 
life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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SANCTUS (5pm spoken; 8 and 10am sung)  
TITLE: S 125 Holy, holy, holy (Proulx) 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION The People stand or kneel   
The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
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EPICLESIS (BCP p. 363) The Celebrant continues  
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these 
gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 
AMEN. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

FRACTION ANTHEM (5pm spoken; 8 and 10am sung)  
TITLE: S 154 Christ our Passover (Hurd) (BCP p. 364) 
 

 

 
INVITATION (BCP p. 364) The Celebrant says 
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The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365) The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then 
immediately deliver it to the people. 

COMMUNION HYMNS (8 and 10am only)  
TITLE: It Is Well with My Soul (LEVAS 188) 
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TITLE: Jerusalem, my happy home (Land of Rest) (H 620) 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 
Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN (8 and 10am only)  
TITLE: God the Omnipotent! King, who ordainest (Russia) (H 569) 
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DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 
  Alleluia, Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE "Postlude in D Major" - J. Andre  

 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2024 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

• Outreach House Items for the Week: Canned Chicken, Brownie Mix 
• The Perkiomen Valley Library is hosting a wellness series on June 12/13 at 6pm.  

Learn about fitness, nutrition, the science of prevention, and stress management! 
Registration is requested. 

• The Good Book Club will meet in the basement of Platts' Hall on June 10th at 1:30 to 
discuss "Scorched Grace: A Sister Holiday Mystery" by Margot Douaihy. All are 
welcome. Any questions? Contact Ginny Tinner: vtinner@comcast.net.  

• Outreach House is accepting underwear donations from May 26-June 23- box is 
located in Platt’s Hall by the Nursery.  

• Theology on Zoom & Christ and Coffee are on break for the summer. See you in 
September! 

 

  

mailto:vtinner@comcast.net
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Our Mission is:  To know and serve God by serving others. 

                               Worship has ended…Service Begins! 

MEDIA POLICY: St. James’ Episcopal Church 
regularly photographs, and video records our 
worship services and events.  Please note if you 
are attending our 10AM Worship Service you 
will be recorded on our live-stream broadcast. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Dr. Mike Sowards, D. Min., Rector – rector@stjames-episcopal.org 

For Pastoral Emergencies, please call Fr. Mike at 215-251-8856 
Lauren Exley, Director of Music and Christian Education – education@stjames-episcopal.org 

Sara Terenzi, Parish Administrator – office@stjames-episcopal.org 
Ronald Davis, Director of Music Emeritus 

 
Restrooms are located through Platts Hall. Please use 
the door next to the altar to exit, go down the hallway 
to Platts Hall, located to the right. Follow the signs to 
the bathrooms through the far door. 
 
Coffee Hour is available following the 10am service. 
Please join us for a time of fellowship in Platts Hall. 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
Children belong here! We welcome their God-given 
wiggles, questions, and joyful sounds. Please walk 
through the aisles, feed the babies, and leave and re-
enter the service as you need. To assist families, we 
offer pew activity bags, a “pray-ground” in the back of 
the sanctuary, and a nursery space in Platts Hall.  

 
Drop-off Nursery Care with our paid staff is available 
throughout the 8am and 10am services. The Nursery is 
in Platts Hall. Please ask an usher for assistance. 
 
Church School is available for PreK – 12th grade during 
the 10am service (September – May.) Students are 
dismissed after the opening hymn and return for 
Communion. 
 
Youth Group for 6th – 12th grade meets monthly 
(September - May.) See the bulletin board outside the 
Sanctuary for the current schedule. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 5pm (spoken service) 

Sunday, 8am (with music) 
Sunday, 10am (with music and choir) 

Live-Stream available at 10am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WEEKDAY SCHEDULE 
Monday 
Yoga with Janice (5pm, Downstairs) 
AA Meeting (7pm, Platts Hall) 
 
Wednesday 
Veterans in Recovery Meeting (6pm, Platts Hall) 
Theology on Zoom (7pm, link in “Happenings”) 
 
Thursday 
Christ and Coffee (11am, Platts Hall) 
Scouts (7pm, Platts Hall and Downstairs) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal (7:30pm, Choir Room)  
 
 
 

 
 

CHURCH VESTRY 
Rector’s Warden: Sarah Deacle; People’s Warden: Marilyn Hastings; Vestry Secretary: Kathy Hutchinson; 
Outreach Ministries: Marilyn Hastings, Barbara Bateman; Treasurer: Phil Tatem; Fellowship: Rob 
Samtmann, Sue Rice; Member Ministry: David Woodrow, Sharon Hanson; Building & Grounds: Francois 
Springuel, Gene Goff; Communications: Janice Tabbut, Ryan Collins; Education & Worship: Fr. Mike 

 

OUTREACH HOUSE 
Interested in volunteering? See “Happenings” 
for our current schedule and sign-up links. 
 
Interested in becoming a client? Confidential 
assistance is available for parishioners. For 
more information, please speak with Fr. Mike. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


